ECOTOURISM DEFINED

In the framework of the UN International Year of Ecotourism 2002,under the aegis of the United Nations Environment Programme  (UNEP) and the World Tourism Organization, over one thousand participants from 132 countries, from the public, private and non-governmental sectors met at the World Ecotourism Summit, hosted in Quebec City, Canada, by Tourism Quebec and the Canadian Tourism Commission, between 19 and 22 May 2002.

The participants at the World Ecotourism Summit recognized that Ecotourism embraces the principles of sustainable tourism, concerning the economic, social and environmental impacts of tourism. It also embraces the following specific principles, which distinguish it from the wider concept of sustainable tourism:

· Contributes actively to the conservation of natural and cultural heritage;

· Includes local and indigenous communities in its planning, development and operations and contributes to their well-being;

· Interprets the natural and cultural heritage of the destination to visitors;

· Lends itself better to independent travelers, as well as to organized tours for small size groups.

Ecotourism is “responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the welfare of the local people”. A more comprehensive definition is “travel to fragile, pristine and usually protected area that strives to be low impact and (usually) small scale. It helps educate the traveler, provides funds for conservation, directly benefits the economic development and political empowerment of local communities and fosters respect for different cultures and human rights”. The focus of Ecotourism is sustainability.
