CHARACTERISTICS OF ECOTOURISM


Ecotourism development in the Western Region has the potential to create new and exciting tourism experiences, promote excellence in tourism, develop and protect natural areas, benefit local communities and encourage commercially successful and environmentally sound tourism operations. Its focus is sustainability, brought about by building on the core characteristics of Ecotourism, which are:

· All natural based forms of tourism in which the main motivation of the tourists is the observation and appreciation of nature as well as the traditional cultures prevailing in natural areas;

· Educational and interpretation features;

· Generally, but not exclusively, organized by small groups by specialized and small, locally owned business;

· Minimum negative impacts upon the natural and socio-cultural environment;

Supports the protection of natural areas by generating economic benefits for host communities, organizations and authorities managing natural areas with conservation purposes;

Provides alternative employment and income opportunities for local communities and increases awareness towards the conservation of natural and cultural assets, both among locals and tourists.
